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John 15:9
Abide In Me: Lessons From John 15 – 4/30/2022
 
 
Write Up: We were designed to live in connection with our Creator. Like a branch stays attached to a vine, abiding in a relationship with Jesus that is rooted in love is the only way our lives can produce good fruit. The Bible offers us some fundamental lessons from inside the vineyard: Jesus is the vine, God is the gardener, every life produces fruit, and abiding is a result of love.
 
 
Week 1: Jesus Is The Vine
Scripture: John 15:5 // Galatians 5:22-23
 
Write Up: In a grape vineyard, a vine is the vital life source for the production of fruit. In the same way, abiding in Christ is the way in which we receive all of the spiritual nourishment necessary to live the way of Jesus in the world. Without this vital connection, we are incapable of producing the fruits of the spirit and becoming who God wants us to be. 
 
Think: In and of myself, I cannot produce the kind of life that honors God, myself and others.
 
Feel: Abiding in Christ opens up amazing possibilities for a life of purpose and meaning.
 
Do: Exercise spiritual disciplines like prayer, scripture and fellowship to foster a strong connection to Jesus.
 
 
 
Week 2: God Is The Gardener
Scripture: John 15:1-2 // Hebrews 12:7-13
 
Write Up: A good gardener knows when it is time to prune parts of a crop in order to produce a better yield. God knows the areas of our lives that need to be pruned as well in order to reveal the best versions of ourselves. Sometimes it is something sinful that must be pruned because it is hindering our growth. Other times it may even be something good that is getting in the way. Abiding in Christ means embracing the correction that comes from God that we might produce a great spiritual harvest.
 
Think: God will use the painful times in our lives to remove what hinders our spiritual growth.
 
Feel: God loves me like a father loves his children. His discipline in my life is an extension of his love and mercy.
 
Do: Identify the areas of my life that God wants to prune and obediently respond to his discipline.
 
 
Week 3: Every Life Produces Fruit
Scripture: John 15:7-8 // Matthew 7:16-20
 
Write Up: The fruit of our lives are expressed in words and actions. Everyone will produce some kind of fruit, whether it is good or bad. Abiding in Christ offers us all we need to have a harvest of good from our lives. However, living disconnected from Jesus will result in fruit that looks like the world. We will be identified by the fruit of our lives.
 
Think: My life will have some kind of impact on the world around me. It can be positive or negative.
 
Feel: I want to be easily identified as a follower of Jesus by the kind of fruit my life produces.
 
Do: Take an account of what my words and actions are like. Do they look like Jesus?
 
 
Week 4: Abiding Is the Result of Love
Scripture: John 15:9-13 // Ephesians 3:18-19
 
Write Up: We abide in relationship with those who we know love us. God demonstrated his love for us by sending Jesus to sacrifice himself on the cross. This love is agape love which offers itself without a need of anything in return. This is the greatest expression of love toward us.
 
Think: God showed how much he loved us by sending Jesus as an atoning sacrifice.
 
Feel: God sees me as worthy and valuable. He invites me into relationship so that I might experience this love.
 
Do: Receive God’s love and grace by faith.
 

 
 
 






SERMONWEEK 1

Abide In Me: Week 1
Jesus Is The Vine
 
Scripture: John 15:5 // Galatians 5:22-23
 
Write Up: In a grape vineyard, a vine is the vital life source for the production of fruit. In the same way, abiding in Christ is the way in which we receive all of the spiritual nourishment necessary to live the way of Jesus in the world. Without this vital connection, we are incapable of producing the fruits of the spirit and becoming who God wants us to be.
 
Think: In and of myself, I cannot produce the kind of life that honors God, myself, and others.
 
Feel: Abiding in Christ opens up amazing possibilities for a life of purpose and meaning.
 
Do: Exercise spiritual disciplines like prayer, scripture reading, and fellowship to foster a strong connection to Jesus.
 
Sermon: Hello, Church! I am overjoyed you have chosen to worship with us today. Our prayer is that God would meet you in a special way as we open his Word together. Today we are beginning a brand new sermon series called Abide In Me. We were created to live in connection with God. We have been designed to be filled with all we need for life and godliness by developing and sustaining a union with our creator. The Bible tells us, however, that sin is the greatest deterrent to this life-giving relationship. It breaks the connection, and we find ourselves all on our own. It is the very reason Jesus came to offer himself on the cross as a sacrifice for sin: to unite us with God once again. The Bible actually addresses this simple truth in many different ways. One of the clearest illustrations given is that of a grapevine.
 
Story: (Consider having a live/plastic grapevine plant on stage with you as you present this story) I once visited a grape vineyard in North Carolina with my wife. We had taken a vacation to rest, and recharge and part of our time together involved a tour of a small mountain winery. We were fascinated to learn about the process of growing and harvesting beautiful grapes to produce sought-after wine. As our guide took us through the vineyard, he pointed out all kinds of little pieces of information about the farming of grapes. But the one thing that most captured my attention was the fact that every branch, every leaf, and every grape received all of its nourishment and sustenance from a single vine. Without an established and continual connection to that vine, there would be no hope of any kind of fruit at all. (This story needs to somehow incorporate and introduce a visual of the vine and branches concept)
 
POINT #1 – THE VINE IS THE SOURCE OF LIFE
 
Just a few chapters before Jesus is arrested and crucified, he is spending time with his disciples, sharing his parting words and final instructions. Jesus knows his life is headed to the cross, so he takes these final moments to instill within his followers just how they are to live in his absence.
 
READ John 15:5
 
Jesus uses imagery that would have been very familiar to the agricultural society he was speaking to. They would have understood vines, branches, and fruit. He calls himself the vine. In this one statement, Jesus is making some very important claims. First, he is claiming that, just as a vine receives nutrients and water from the soil in order to grow and flourish, he is the conduit by which we are provided love, grace, mercy, forgiveness, and power. Second, he is claiming there is no other vine available to have access to the things we need for a full life. Many people settle for lesser vines—things like money, success, relationships, and status as a way of fulfillment—but they will never replace a connection to Jesus. 
 
Jesus also makes the claim that we are the branches. The sole job of a branch is to receive from the vine. In order for a branch to produce fruit, it must remain attached and connected to the source of life that is the vine. Apart from him, we can accomplish nothing. There is no power, no nourishment, and no life.
 
This is why Jesus gives clear instruction in these final words to his disciples to abide in him or to remain in him. Jesus has big plans for those who would put their faith, hope, and trust in him. He plans for them to change the world.
 
Pastor and author A.W. Tozer once said it like this: “God is looking for people through whom he can do the impossible. What a pity that we plan only the things we can do by ourselves.”
 
Many of us wake up in the morning with no real desire or plan to be a part of something bigger than ourselves. In that case, we don’t notice when we are disconnected from the vine. We go to work, punch the clock, cook dinner, read a book, help our kids with homework, and go to bed. The next day we just repeat. However, the plan of God for your life is for greater things. He desires for us to produce what he calls spiritual fruit. Different from apples and oranges. This fruit is the faithful outcome of a holy, connected life. To defeat sin. To reverse injustice. To feed the hungry. To serve the poor. He knows the only way any of this is possible is if we remain connected to him. To abide in him.

POINT #2 – THE CHRISTIAN LIFE CANNOT BE ACCOMPLISHED ON OUR OWN
 
The writer of the book of John uses a very specific Greek word in verse five when he talks about this instruction from Jesus. He uses the word “meno.” It is translated in English as remain, abide, stay, and even wait. So Jesus is telling his listeners, “I am the only way you will receive what you need to live a God-sized life. You must remain, abide, stay, and wait on me.”
 
We aren’t good at this, though, are we? Life is fast-paced, and we buy the lie that we can do it on our own. We are not patient enough for the vine to fill us through things like intentional prayer, devoted Bible study, passionate worship, and meaningful fellowship.
 
Story: It is kind of like charging your cell phone. My phone is constantly dead. It seems it is perpetually at one percent just barely hanging on. This is the case for two reasons: (1) I have children. (2) I am impatient. I often will plug my phone into a power source because I have a big day ahead. I need the fuel and the power to make it to the end of the day; but if I am not careful, I will get antsy and unplug it to text, call, or search something before it has had a chance to recharge.
 
I have to let it be “meno.” I have to let it remain, abide, stay, and wait in order to receive what is required to do what I need to do. Jesus is the vine, and we are the branches. We must remain connected to him if we hope to experience the full life of Christ.
 
Jesus tells us an intentional relationship with him will produce spiritual fruit. In the book of Galatians, Paul expounds on the possible outcome of a life that is connected to Jesus as the vine.  He details the kind of fruit that can be produced when we live a connected life.
 
READ Galatians 5:22-23
 
Just like a branch connected to the vine produces fruit that is consistent with the type of plant it is, a life lived in the Spirit and connected to Christ will produce fruit consistent with the Spirit of God. When we abide in Christ and remain united with him, our lives will be marked by love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.
 
POINT #3 – ABIDING IN CHRIST SHOULD RESULT IN LIVES THAT LOOK LIKE JESUS
 
The goal of any Christian should be to spend so much time with Jesus through intentional prayer, the study of scripture, investing in Godly relationships, and passionate worship that the attributes and attitudes of Christ start to rub off on us. The more time you spend with Jesus, the more you should look like, talk like, and act like him.
 
Story: I moved from the North to the South when I was in elementary school. It was such a cultural shift in many ways that it took time to acclimate to my new surroundings. It was not long before I recognized things about myself changing to fit my new environment. I started dressing differently as I spent time with my new friends. I found
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