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WEEK 1 
SERMON OUTLINE






JOY RIDE
Week 1: Joy in His Presence
 
Scripture: Psalm 16:11 // John 15:1-11 // Galatians 5:22-23
Write Up:  The greatest source of joy is not found in what God gives us, but in God Himself. David declared that in God's presence there is fullness of joy, and Jesus taught His disciples that abiding in Him leads to complete joy. In a world filled with distractions and endless pursuits, this message reminds us that joy is cultivated through a relationship with Christ. When we spend time with Him, trust Him, and remain connected to Him, we discover the kind of joy that circumstances cannot steal.
Think: True joy is not found in God's gifts but in God's presence.
 
Feel: Encouraged and hopeful that God is not withholding joy from us, but lovingly inviting us into deeper fellowship with Him.
 
Do: Intentionally abide in Christ this week by spending time with Him daily through prayer, Scripture, worship, and gratitude, allowing His Spirit to produce joy within you.










 
Sermon: Good morning, church! It is so good to be with you this morning. I truly believe that whenever God's people gather in worship, He meets us here in powerful and life-changing ways. Today, we're beginning a brand-new series called Joy Ride. Because life is a journey, isn't it? It's filled with twists and turns, mountaintops and valleys, planned destinations and unexpected detours. And through it all, every one of us is searching for the same thing—we're looking for joy. The problem is that many people spend their lives chasing joy in places that can never truly satisfy. We look for it in success, possessions, relationships, accomplishments, and experiences, only to discover that those things can never sustain us. But the good news is that God hasn't left us guessing. Throughout Scripture, He shows us that lasting joy is found in some surprising places. Joy isn't something we have to manufacture; it's something we discover as we walk with Him.
So, over the next several weeks, we're going to take a Joy Ride together and discover where true joy is really found. And this morning, we begin with perhaps the most important destination of all: the presence of God. Because lasting joy is not found in having everything we want, it is found in being with the One we need. And Scripture teaches us that in His presence, there is fullness of joy.

STORY: A few years ago, a dad planned a special weekend with his young son. He spent weeks putting it together. He bought tickets to a baseball game, reserved a hotel with a pool, packed snacks, and planned every detail. He wanted it to be a weekend his son would never forget. When they arrived at the hotel, the little boy's eyes lit up. He loved the room. He loved the swimming pool. He loved the baseball game. He loved the ice cream afterward. But what the father noticed most wasn't what his son said about any of those things. Weeks later, as they were looking through pictures from the trip, the dad asked, "What was your favorite part?" He expected his son to say the game or the hotel pool. Instead, his son said, "Dad, my favorite part was just being with you." And in that moment, the father realized something profound. The greatest gift he gave his son wasn't the experiences. It wasn't the tickets or the ice cream or the hotel. The greatest gift was his presence.
I wonder if that's not what God wants us to discover as well. Many of us spend our lives enjoying God's gifts while neglecting God Himself. We seek His blessings, His provision, His answers, His miracles. But what if the greatest gift God offers us is not something from His hand, but Himself?
The title of this series is Joy Ride because joy is not a destination we eventually arrive at; it is something we experience as we travel with God. And just like a road trip, who you're with matters more than where you're going. And that's really the first stop on this Joy Ride. King David understood this when we wrote the book of Psalms, which is where we turn now.

READ Psalm 16:11
Notice what David doesn't say. He doesn't say, "In success there is fullness of joy." He doesn't say, "In comfort there is fullness of joy." He doesn't say, "In getting everything I want there is fullness of joy." No, he says, "In Your presence there is fullness of joy." Not partial joy. Not temporary joy. Not joy that comes and goes depending on the stock market, your health, your relationships, or the latest headlines.
Fullness of joy.
Which means if we are looking for joy anywhere apart from God, we're looking in the wrong place. And isn't that what so many of us do?

POINT #1 – WE SETTLE FOR LESSER THINGS
We look for joy in achievements. We think, "If I can just get the promotion, I'll be happy." We look for joy in possessions. "If I can just buy that house, take that vacation, or get that new car, then I'll finally be satisfied." We look for joy in relationships, in hobbies, in entertainment, in experiences. And none of those things are bad. They're gifts from God. But gifts were never intended to replace the Giver.
C.S. Lewis once wrote, "We are half-hearted creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy is offered us."
God isn't trying to keep joy from us. He's trying to lead us to it. Because joy is not found in having more. Joy is found in having Him. And David knew that from experience. David had it all. He also experienced betrayal, disappointment, grief, and failure. Yet through all of life's highs and lows, he discovered something that circumstances could not take away: the presence of God.
Illustration: It would be like being stranded in the ocean surrounded by water. You're thirsty, and everywhere you look there's water. But the more saltwater you drink, the thirstier you become. Why? Because it was never designed to satisfy.
And that's what happens when we look to lesser things for ultimate joy.  The problem is not that these things are bad. The problem is that they make terrible gods. David discovered something better. He discovered that joy is not found in getting more from God, but in getting more of God. Jesus gives us the key to finding this joy in 	      the Gospels.

READ John 15:1-11
Notice how many times Jesus uses the word "remain" or "abide." Ten times in eleven verses. That's because Jesus wants us to understand something important, and that is that joy does not come from striving, but from abiding.

POINT #2: JOY GROWS AS WE ABIDE IN CHRIST
Jesus doesn't tell us to work harder. He tells us to remain. To abide. To stay connected to Him. But abiding isn't passive. It means trusting God enough to let Him do His work in us—even when His work involves pruning. Most of us don't like pruning. We like addition. We like blessing. We like promotion. We like increase. But one of the ways God often produces joy is through subtraction. Sometimes He removes habits that are unhealthy. Sometimes He cuts away pride. Sometimes He exposes sin. Sometimes He removes distractions. Sometimes He closes doors. Sometimes He allows seasons       of waiting.
And while we often interpret those seasons as God's absence, Jesus says they are actually evidence of the Father's care. Because dead branches get pruned, fruitful branches are able to produce more.
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