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SERIES OUTLINE


A Father’s Legacy
Week 1:
 
Scripture: Joshua 24:15 // Proverbs 22:6 // 1 John 3:1-3
Write Up:  Every father is building a legacy, whether intentional or accidental. In Joshua 24:15, Joshua stands before the people and makes a bold, defining declaration: “As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” This isn’t just a personal statement; it’s a leadership decision that shapes generations. Fatherhood is not primarily about control, it’s about direction. Joshua doesn’t claim perfection for his household, but he does take responsibility for its spiritual trajectory. He sets the tone, establishes the priority, and leads with conviction. In a culture where many voices compete for our families’ attention, fathers are called to step up and say, “This is who we are, and this is who we serve.”
Think: Recognize that your life is actively shaping a legacy whether intended edit or unintended.
Feel: Have a sense of security in knowing you are already loved as God’s child, not based on performance, but by His grace.
Do: Respond by making intentional choices to lead your home spiritually rather than passively.






Sermon: Good morning, church, and happy Father’s Day to all of the dads, grandfathers, stepfathers, and father figures who lead, serve, protect, and pour into the lives of others. Today is a special day for us to gather together and worship as we honor the influence of fathers and the legacy they leave behind. Father’s Day gives us an opportunity to pause and recognize something that shapes nearly every life in this room, the impact of a father’s leadership. Whether we realized it at the time or not, many of the values, habits, and beliefs we carry today were shaped by someone who consistently showed up. Through conversations around the dinner table. Through lessons learned in the driveway or on the ball field. Through quiet sacrifices that often went unnoticed. Through steady encouragement during difficult seasons. For many of us, some of the greatest lessons about perseverance, responsibility, strength, and faith came from watching a father lead his family. And whether intentional or accidental, every father is building a legacy. Every decision, every priority, every example points the next generation in a direction.
STORY: One pastor told a story about teaching his son how to ride a bike for the first time. He spent an entire Saturday morning doing what dads do — tightening bolts, adjusting the seat, and giving overly detailed instructions that a six-year-old was never going to remember. Finally, the moment came. The son climbed onto the bike, wobbling back and forth, while the dad jogged behind him yelling things like, “Balance! Pedal! Watch where you’re going!” And then suddenly, the son took off down the street all by himself. The dad was so proud, thinking his inspirational words were the key to success… until about five seconds later when his son crashed straight into the neighbor’s trash cans. The dad ran over in a panic and said, “Are you okay?!” And the little boy stood up, brushed himself off, and said, “Yeah… I heard everything you were saying, but I decided to just do what I’ve seen you do when you drive.”
Sometimes our kids don’t just listen to what we say, they watch how we live. That can be both funny and terrifying at the same time. Because whether we mean to or not, our lives preach sermons every single day. They watch how we respond when life gets hard. They watch how we treat people. They watch what matters most to us. They watch how we speak to our spouse, how we handle stress, how we prioritize church, how we spend our time, and how we pursue God. And little by little, those everyday moments begin shaping the legacy we leave behind.
POINT #1 – LEAVING A GODLY LEGACY IS A CHOICE
This idea makes me think of one of the Bible’s best fatherly examples. It comes from the very end of the book of Joshua. For years, Joshua had led both the nation of Israel and his own family in such a way that they would honor God with their lives. He had seen them through ups and downs, joys and sorrows, success and failures. As his life draws to a close, he gives them one more piece of fatherly advice because he wants them to leave a Godly legacy.

READ Joshua 24:15
Joshua has led the people of Israel through years of transition, battles, victories, failures, and God’s faithfulness. He reminds them of everything God has done for them, how God delivered them from slavery in Egypt, guided them through the wilderness, fought battles on their behalf, and brought them into the Promised Land. And then he places a decision in front of the people. At some point, every family must decide who or what will truly lead their lives. Here is what he said: “Choose this day whom you will serve… but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”.
In other words, Joshua is saying: There is no such thing as accidental faithfulness. There is no drifting into a godly legacy. There is no passive Christianity that just “happens” in a home. Every household is being shaped by something—values, voices, habits, priorities—and someone is deciding what gets the final word. Joshua just decided it was going to be him. What about you, dad? Who is shaping your household? Is your family being challenged to serve the Lord, not just by your words, but also by your actions?
STORY: A few years ago I had just gotten home from work, dishes still in the sink, one of my kids were asking for help with homework, another kid talking over the conversation trying to tell me about their day. I was tired. I was drained. And I gave a short response to each of them that I didn’t think much about. Not loud. Not dramatic. Just rushed and disconnected. A few minutes later, I overheard my daughter playing in another room. She was playing with her dolls and reenacting “family time,” and I heard her use my exact tone from earlier. Same phrasing. Same impatience. Same cadence. And then I heard her say to her dolls, “I’m busy right now. Not now.” It stopped me cold. Because I realized she wasn’t just copying my words, she was learning my patterns, and they weren’t good.
That night shifted something within me. It made me see the words of Joshua in a whole new light. I have a choice, we all have a choice on who we will serve. But whoever or whatever we choose will have an impact on the next generation. What a weighty truth, but one that should move us to faithfulness.
The book of Proverbs is loaded with spiritual wisdom that can help us as parents, as fathers, as we try and instill faith into our little ones. One of the most famous lines comes from chapter 22.
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