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SERIES OVERVIEW
"Right In Their Own Eyes" is a 4-week sermon series that explores the chaos, courage, and calling found in the book of Judges. In a time when “everyone did what was right in their own eyes”, God continued to raise up unlikely heroes to bring deliverance to His people. Through the lives of Deborah, Ehud, Gideon, and Samson, we’ll discover how God works through ordinary, flawed people in extraordinary ways—and how He calls us to courage, obedience, and trust even in a culture that resists His ways.
Week 1: Ehud 
Text: Judges 3:12–30
Theme: God can use unexpected people, methods, and moments to bring about His deliverance.
Ehud isn’t your typical hero—he’s a left-handed man from a minor tribe who uses stealth and strategy to bring down a powerful enemy. Yet his story reminds us that God delights in using what the world sees as weak, strange, or insufficient. Nothing about you is unusable in the hands of God. This week, we’re reminded that God’s deliverance may not come how we expect—but it always comes right on time.
Key Verse: Judges 3:15 — “The Lord raised up for them a deliverer, Ehud son of Gera, the Benjamite, a left-handed man.”
Week 2: Deborah 
Text: Judges 4:1–24
Theme: When chaos reigns, God calls courageous leaders to rise up and lead with faith.
In a time of spiritual decline and moral confusion, God raises up Deborah—a prophet, judge, and warrior. Her leadership breaks cultural expectations and demonstrates that God uses both women and men to accomplish His purposes. Deborah leads with wisdom, courage, and deep trust in God’s voice. In a world that often shrinks back in fear, this message challenges us to step up, speak out, and follow God’s leading—no matter what opposition may come.
Key Verse: Judges 4:14 — “Up! For this is the day in which the Lord has given Sisera into your hand. Does not the Lord go out before you?”
Week 3: Gideon 
Text: Judges 6:11–40; 7:1–22
Theme: God meets us in our weakness and calls us to trust Him beyond what makes sense.
Gideon was hiding in fear when God called him a “mighty warrior.” He was full of doubt and insecurity, but God patiently confirmed his calling and reduced his army to make room for God’s glory. Gideon’s story shows us that strength doesn’t come from numbers, resources, or confidence—it comes from surrender. When God fights the battle, victory is assured. This message calls us to let go of fear, trust God’s process, and step out in obedience.
Key Verse: Judges 7:2 — “You have too many men. I cannot deliver Midian into their hands, or Israel would boast against me.”
Week 4: Samson 
Text: Judges 13:1–5; 16:4–30
Theme: Even our failure doesn’t cancel God’s purpose.
Samson had divine strength and a clear calling, but his impulsive decisions led to personal downfall. Yet even in failure, God’s purpose still prevailed. In his final moments, Samson fulfilled his calling and brought victory to Israel. This message is for anyone who’s ever felt disqualified or too far gone. God’s grace redeems broken stories. He can still use your life for His glory—even when you’ve gotten off track.
Key Verse: Judges 16:28 — “Sovereign Lord, remember me. Please, God, strengthen me just once more…”


Right In Their Own Eyes – Lessons From The Book of Judges
Week 1: “Ehud”
Write Up: Ehud isn’t your typical hero. He’s a left-handed man from a minor tribe who uses stealth and strategy to bring down a powerful enemy. Yet his story reminds us that God delights in using what the world sees as weak, strange, or insufficient. Nothing about you is unusable in the hands of God. This week, we’re reminded that God’s deliverance may not come how we expect—but it always comes right on time.
Scripture: Judges 3:12–30 // Matthew 5:14-16
[bookmark: _heading=h.2latgs1pajn6]Think: Even what feels like a weakness or “quirk” can be part of His strategic plan.
[bookmark: _heading=h.ll1e6gtlwe1x]Feel: Empowered to step out in faith even when you feel ordinary or overlooked.
[bookmark: _heading=h.u7i5cyjytqh8]Do: Take one intentional step this week to shine your light in a small but meaningful way.
[bookmark: _heading=h.1070oljxpean]Sermon: Good morning, Church! Thank you so much for joining us this morning as we gather to connect with one another and worship Jesus Christ. I am excited that you are here today because we are beginning a new series covering the book of Judges. The world that we live in today looks a lot like the world that this Old Testament book chronicles for us. Judges tells the story of God’s people after they’ve entered the Promised Land, but before they’ve had an earthly king. It’s a time marked by cycles: God blesses His people, they drift into sin, they cry out under the weight of oppression, and then God raises up a deliverer to rescue them. Over and over again, the book reminds us of this haunting phrase: “Everyone did what was right in their own eyes.” Doesn’t that sound familiar? We live in a culture where truth feels relative, where self is elevated above God, and where people chase what seems right to them, even if it leads to destruction. Judges isn’t just an ancient story from long ago; it’s a mirror that shows us who we are. It shows us what happens when God’s people forget who He is, but it also points us to the faithfulness of a God who never gives up on His people. 

STORY: I heard a story once of a tourist who was driving through the Irish countryside and got hopelessly lost. This was before GPS was on every phone, so he stopped and asked a local farmer for directions. The farmer leaned on his shovel, thought for a moment, and said, “Well, if I were you… I wouldn’t start from here.”  The tourist laughed because, of course, he was starting from here. He didn’t have a choice. 
But isn’t that often how life feels? We look around at the world we’re living in and see the confusion, the chaos, the moral drift, and we think, “This isn’t the way it’s supposed to be.” Yet, this is the place we’re starting from. That’s exactly what the book of Judges shows us. God’s people found themselves in a broken cycle, far from where they were supposed to be. Hopelessly lost. But even in the mess, God met them right where they were. He didn’t wait until they had it all figured out. He raised up deliverers and ultimately pointed to the Deliverer we need most: Jesus Christ. 

The book of Judges doesn’t waste time showing us how far God’s people drifted when they chose to do what was right in their own eyes. Almost immediately, they fall into sin, cry out to God, and He raises up an unlikely deliverer. One of the first, and strangest, stories we find is about a man named Ehud. 

READ Judges 3:12-15
The people of Israel were under the heavy hand of King Eglon of Moab, a cruel oppressor. But God raised up Ehud as their deliverer. While everyone else may have overlooked him, God saw potential. Ehud wasn’t the kind of hero you’d expect. Scripture tells us he was a left-handed man from the tribe of Benjamin, which literally means “son of the right hand.” Think about that irony for a moment: a left-handed man from the right-handed tribe. In Ehud’s world, being left-handed wasn’t seen as an advantage. It was considered odd, even a weakness. Yet God chose him, not despite his limitation, but to work through it.

POINT #1 – GOD CAN USE ANYONE AND ANYTHING FOR HIS PURPOSES
Ehud reminds us that God loves to use the unexpected. Isn’t that just like God? He doesn’t work according to the world’s categories of strength, status, or skill. He works through surrendered hearts that are uniquely positioned to be a light in a lost world. God’s purposes aren’t limited by your background, your weaknesses, or what others think of you. In fact, those may be the very places where His power shines brightest.
We are tempted to think: “I’m too young or inexperienced to make a difference.” “I don’t have the right education or credentials.” “I’m not talented enough; I’m not strong enough.” “I’ve made too many mistakes in the past; God can’t use me.” “I don’t fit in; I feel different or overlooked.”

When you feel overlooked, when you feel like you don’t measure up, remember Ehud. Israel cried out, and God didn’t send the strongest warrior or the most famous leader, He sent a man who seemed ordinary, maybe even inadequate. Yet, in God’s hands, Ehud became the deliverer His people needed. 

STORY: One of the most powerful stories I have ever heard is of a young man named Nick Vujicic. Nick was born in Australia without arms or legs. Growing up, he faced constant questions, doubts, and even bullying. He could have looked at his body and said, “I’m too limited. I can’t make a difference.” But instead, Nick chose to trust God. He learned to write with a foot, to swim, to surf, to speak, and eventually to travel the world sharing his story. Today, he encourages millions, reminding people that God can use anyone, anywhere, with any limitation.

Just like Ehud, what the world sees as a limitation becomes the very thing God can use for His purposes. Ehud had a big and challenging job ahead of him, but he trusted God to help rescue Israel from a corrupt oppressor. 

READ Judges 3:16-25
Ehud’s left-handedness wasn’t just a quirky detail—it was the key to God’s strategy. In a right-handed world, no one expected a left-handed man to be dangerous. His sword, carried on his right thigh, went unnoticed. This “weakness” became his greatest advantage, allowing him to carry out God’s plan and defeat King Eglon.
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