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SERIES OUTLINE

"Practically Speaking: Lessons From James"
Write Up: The Book of James is a powerful and practical guide for living out our faith in everyday life. In this four-week sermon series, "Practically Speaking: Lessons From James," we will explore the wisdom James offers for navigating challenges, developing godly character, and demonstrating our faith through action. Each week, we will wrestle with key themes such as perseverance, wisdom, speech, and humility, discovering how these timeless principles apply to our lives today.
Week 1: "Faith in Action"
Scripture: James 1:22-27 // 2:14-18
In the opening week, we focus on the importance of not just hearing the Word but living it out. James challenges us to be doers of the Word, reminding us that true faith is expressed through action. We'll explore how living out our faith practically transforms our lives and impacts those around us.
Week 2: "Taming the Tongue"
Scripture: James 3:1-12
Words have power—both to build up and to tear down. In this sermon, we’ll explore James' teaching on the importance of controlling our speech. We'll discuss the impact our words can have on others and the need for spiritual discipline to speak life and truth, reflecting the character of Christ in our communication.
Week 3: "Humble Yourself"
Scripture: James 4:6-10
In the third week, we delve into James' call to humility. We’ll examine how humility before God and others is key to spiritual growth and victory over sin. James encourages us to resist pride, submit to God, and draw near to Him. We'll discover how embracing humility leads to God's grace, lifting us up and guiding us in our walk of faith.
Week 4: "Patience In Suffering"
Scripture: James 5:7-11
In a world filled with trials and uncertainties, James calls us to patience and perseverance, reminding us of the Lord’s compassion and mercy. As we wait for Christ’s return, we are encouraged to endure suffering with a steadfast heart, looking to the examples of faithful believers who have gone before us. This week, we will explore the importance of cultivating patience in times of hardship, trusting in God's timing, and remaining firm in our faith as we await His promises.















SERMONWEEK 1

Practically Speaking – The Book of James

Week 1: Faith In Action

Scripture: James 1:22-27 // 2:14-18 // Matthew 5:13-16

Write Up: In the opening week, we focus on the importance of not just hearing the Word but living it out. James challenges us to be doers of the Word, reminding us that true faith is expressed through action. We'll explore how living out our faith practically transforms our lives and impacts those around us.

Think: My faith should be obvious to people around me. 

Feel: God can help me put my faith into action. 

Do: Find practical ways to serve people for God’s glory. 

Sermon
Welcome to church this morning, friends! What a blessing it is for us to gather in this space to worship Jesus today. We believe the Bible is the authority for our lives and our guide to living into the way and will of God. So, today we are beginning a brand-new sermon series dedicated to an entire book of the Bible-- Practically Speaking: Lessons from James. 

The book of James is found in the New Testament and is full of incredibly practical spiritual knowledge and godly wisdom for our everyday lives. This book is traditionally attributed to James, the brother of Jesus, who became a prominent leader in the early Christian church in Jerusalem. It is believed to have been written in the mid-first century making it one of the earliest New Testament writings. James’ letter is known for its practical advice and moral appeals, focusing on the believer’s ethical conduct. Its focus is on how our actions ought to reflect our spiritual convictions and align with our Christian beliefs. We are going to be studying the book of James because ultimately, we want to let the Bible tell us how to live out our faith.  

STORY: A few months ago, my family celebrated my five-year-old daughter’s birthday. We had invited friends and family over to our house for cake and presents. My daughter was so excited because at the top of her birthday wish list was a doll that could walk and talk, and she was confident that her mom and I had heard her request, and that one of the gifts she would receive at the party was her long-awaited doll. The time came to open her gifts and she did it with gusto. Sure enough, inside of one of the colorful bags was her doll. She pulled it out and while grinning ear to ear, she pushed the button to make her talk. Nothing happened. The doll did not respond. Her eyes started to well up with tears and she began to cry. I quickly scrambled to remedy the problem. I grabbed the packaging and to my horror realized that the doll did not come with batteries… they were sold separately. I could not believe I had not thought to buy batteries before presenting my daughter’s gift. Without batteries, that doll would never come to life. (Pastor - Use this or insert a similar story of your own here to make the point)

When it comes to our faith, many of us are a lot like my daughter’s doll. We are missing the power we need to live as Christians. We have been given the opportunity to show the world around us that our faith in Jesus is real. We can choose to demonstrate a life that is full and vibrant by the way we act and speak. And yet, there is a very important aspect of our faith that we cannot forget—the need for the presence of the Holy Spirit. 
It’s the Holy Spirit that acts as our spiritual batteries so that we can live out our faith in practical and powerful ways… And James teaches his church to live a practical and powerful faith. 

The book of James begins by addressing the early church. It was going through difficult persecution and being pressured to abandon their faith in Christ. In the middle of the first chapter, the author offers a practical way to remain faithful in the midst of all they were going through… And that’s where we begin today… 

READ James 1:22-27

James’ deep conviction is that the Bible has been given to us to help us live holy and upright lives. The scriptures guide us into what is right and convict us of what is wrong. But James emphasizes the importance of not only hearing God’s Word but also putting it into action. 

POINT #1 – DON’T JUST READ THE BIBLE FOR INFORMATION, READ IT FOR APPLICATION

James compares the Bible to a mirror. (Consider having a mirror on stage or in your hand) Whenever someone looks in a mirror, it is an opportunity to see clearly what needs attention. To fix their hair after waking up, to wipe food from their mouth from lunch, or take care of some pesky acne. The goal of looking in a mirror is to improve one’s appearance. God’s Word has been given to us to help us improve our spiritual state. When we read the Bible accompanied by the power of the Holy Spirit, incredible transformation can take place. I have heard it said that more than we read the Bible, the Bible reads us. It reveals to us what is true and what needs to change. So when we read that we ought to forgive others as we have been forgiven, this requires action. When we read that we ought to take care of widows and orphans, this requires action. When we read that we ought to keep control of what we say, this requires action. 

STORY: In one Peanuts comic strip, Sally was struggling with her memory verse for Sunday. She was absorbed in her thoughts trying to figure it out when she remembered, “Maybe it was something from the book of Reevaluation.” She never did find the memory verse, but we should always read the Bible with the intent of reevaluating our attitudes and actions to make sure they are in line with the truth of God’s Word. Sally may have stumbled upon a great way to think about what the Bible is for us, a book of reevaluation. (ministry127.com)

There is a warning given in these verses because listening without obedience is self-deception. We fool ourselves into thinking we are growing or maturing because we read something in the Bible while truthfully, we have remained stagnant in our faith. True faith is demonstrated through active application of God’s teachings, rather than passive reception. James warns against a superficial faith, encouraging believers to live out the principles they hear in Scripture to become more and more like Jesus Christ. In the end, when we live in obedience to God’s word, that is the kind of religion that God is looking for, being authentic and not superficial. 

James continues his thoughts on faith in action in chapter 2. 

READ James 2:14-18

There was a problem in the early church with individuals who were claiming to have a sincere faith without any kind of evidence of it in their lives by their works.

POINT #2 – A FAITH THAT DOES NOT LEAD TO ACTION IS WORTHLESS

James challenges the idea of a faith that lacks action, asking whether a profession of faith without corresponding deeds is of any real value. He makes it clear that believing intellectually without practical evidence in the form of good works, is empty. The rhetorical question that he offers is, "Can such faith save them?". It points to the insufficiency of a faith that doesn't result in transformation or produce works that demonstrate love and service to others. James illustrates his point with a practical, relatable example. He sets up a scenario where we might encounter someone in need. Merely offering our kind words without providing tangible help is useless. This scenario shows the ineffectiveness of expressing compassion or faith without taking concrete action. James underscores that true faith must be accompanied by works that demonstrate genuine care and responsibility for others, especially those in need.

To read the rest of this sermon, purchase and download the kit. 
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