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SERIES OUTLINE

Title: Lasting Love: God's Blueprint for Marriage  
- (Topic) - Marriage - 1 week Sermon

Scriptures: Genesis 2:18-25, Ephesians 5:21-33 
Write-Up:
"Lasting Love: God's Blueprint for Marriage," we’ll explore God’s original design for marriage as a covenant, not a contract. While contracts are based on conditions and expectations, covenants are built on commitment, grace, and selfless love. Through the Scriptures, we will see how God created marriage to reflect His relationship with us. This message will look into the "one flesh" principle, the significance of leaving and cleaving, and the reflection of Christ and the Church in marriage. We will also emphasize how God, as the witness to our marriage covenants, views their sacredness and calls us to honor them.
Key Points:
1. God’s Creation of Marriage (Genesis 2:18-25)
· Partnership and complementarity
· Leaving and cleaving
· Becoming “one flesh”
2. Marriage Reflects Christ and the Church (Ephesians 5:21-33)
· Mutual submission
· Husbands as sacrificial leaders
· Wives as respectful supporters
· Unity as a reflection of Christ
Application:
· Encourage couples to see their marriage as a covenant before God, not just a contract.
· Challenge singles to understand and prepare for the sacredness of marriage.
· Offer practical ways to strengthen the bond and reflect Christ's love in marriage.




SERMONWEEK 1

Lasting Love: God’s Blueprint For Marriage

Scripture: Genesis 1:27 // Genesis 2:18-25 // 1 Corinthians 13:1-7

Write Up: In "Lasting Love: God's Blueprint for Marriage," we will explore God’s original design for marriage as a covenant, not a contract. While contracts are based on conditions and expectations, covenants are built on commitment, grace, and selfless love. Through the Scriptures, we will see how God created marriage to reflect His relationship with us. We will also discover practical ways to live out a truly sacrificial love for our spouse. 

Think: Marriage is a divine calling to reflect God's love. How can I better align my relationship with His blueprint for sacrificial love?

Feel: Inspired and hopeful about building a lasting and God-honoring marriage that reflects His glory.

Do: Identify practical steps to prioritize God, practice selflessness, communicate honestly, and commit to growth in marriage.

Sermon:
Good morning, church! I want to welcome you today to worship as we gather to open the scriptures and encounter God in a special way. Today’s sermon is centered around one of the most important topics for Christians to discuss. I would argue it is a topic that is near and dear to the heart of God because He is the originator of it. This morning, we are talking about lasting love and God’s blueprint for marriage. For those who are not married yet or who hope to be married one day, God’s blueprint for marriage still offers powerful lessons about love, selflessness, and commitment that can shape your relationships and prepare you for a future rooted in His design. Let this time be an opportunity to learn and grow in how to reflect God’s love in all areas of your life. When we think about marriage, often, what first comes to mind is the idea of love, which is defined as an intense feeling of deep affection for someone or something. Our culture has a holiday each year when love is celebrated and shared with one another. It is called Valentine’s Day.
STORY: I remember the pressure of Valentine’s Day when I was in elementary school. We all made shoeboxes to hold our cards—some were simple, while others were elaborate works of art that clearly had parental involvement.
For me, the box didn’t matter as much as the cards. I agonized over which ones to pick. Should I go with Ninja Turtles cards that said, “I Turtly Love You” or the ones with kittens that said, “You’re Purr-fect”? And what would I write on each card? For my buddy Cody, it was easy: “Dear Cody, you smell like B.O. Happy Valentine’s Day.” But for Katie, my childhood crush, I wanted to write something poetic and persuasive that would win her heart. The pressure was overwhelming! (Share a personal story about love)

While Valentine’s Day can feel trivial at times, it reveals something profound about the human condition: the deep longing to love and be loved. Every one of us wants to know we are valued, cared for, and that we belong. But the truth is, we’re not always good at love. Too often, our marriages leave behind a trail of dysfunction and brokenness. The statistics aren’t encouraging either. Research shows that 40–50% of marriages in the U.S. end in divorce. The average marriage lasts about eight years. Cohabitation before marriage is on the rise. Despite our longing to love and be loved, we often struggle to do it well. But God’s Word offers hope and a better way. To begin to build stronger marriages, we must go back to the very beginning, to the book of Genesis.
POINT #1 – MARRIAGE IS MEANT TO REFLECT A LOVING GOD
In Genesis 1:18-25 we find a poetic account of creation. Over six days, God creates the heavens, the earth, light, darkness, land, water, and all living creatures. At the end of this creative process, God then forms the pinnacle of creation: human beings. 

READ Genesis 1:27

God created humanity in His image, both male and female, reflecting His character and relational nature. This design and blueprint behind humankind is intentional: man and woman together display the fullness of God’s image to a world that is in need. In marriage, a man and woman’s unity is meant to mirror the love and harmony that has eternally existed within the Trinity (Father, Son, Holy Spirit), demonstrating God’s selfless, covenantal love to the world by married couples sacrificially loving one another. Just as the Trinity is in an ever-giving and ever-receiving relationship to themselves, the way couples interact with one another is meant to point to God. Marriage is not just about companionship; it is a divine calling to reflect God’s glory. 

The second chapter of Genesis gives another vantage point of God’s created order and the dynamic between the man and woman. 

READ Genesis 2:18-25

While God spoke everything else into being, He formed humanity with His own hands and breathed life into them, setting them apart from the rest of creation. Yet, in the midst of this perfect world, God observed something that wasn’t good: “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him” (Genesis 2:18). For the first time, God declared something incomplete in His creation. There was a need for companionship. The Hebrew word for “helper” (ezer) doesn’t imply subservience; instead, it describes strength and partnership.

POINT #2 – MARRIAGE IS A PARTNERSHIP


Download the kit to see the rest of this sermon
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