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SERIES OUTLINE

The Book of John
The Word Made Flesh

The Gospel of John is a profound story of how Jesus revealed God’s nature and character to the world He loved. Over the next six weeks, we will dive into key sections of this powerful book, examining the various ways in which Jesus manifests the nature, love, and mission of God. Each week, we will focus on a different aspect of how the incarnate Jesus, the Word made flesh, brings us into a deeper understanding of who God is.

Week 1: "The Incarnate Jesus: The Word Made Flesh"
Scripture: John 1:1-18
In our first week, we will explore the prologue of John's Gospel, where Jesus is introduced as the incarnate Word who was with God and was God. We will discuss how Jesus reveals God to the world through his physical body. This sermon will emphasize the profound truth that Jesus, the Word made flesh, is the ultimate revelation of God's love for His creation.

Week 2: "Born Again: Revealing God's Love and Salvation"
Scripture: John 3:1-21
This week, we study the conversation between Jesus and Nicodemus, focusing on the theme of being "born again." This passage reveals God's immense love for the world and His plan for salvation through Jesus Christ. We will discuss the significance of John 3:16, highlighting how Jesus’ teaching provides insight into God’s love, the necessity of spiritual rebirth, and the promise of eternal life for those who believe.

Week 3: "Living Water: Revealing God’s Grace"
Scripture: John 4:1-42
In week three, we will study Jesus' encounter with the Samaritan woman at the well. This story showcases Jesus revealing God's grace and inclusivity, breaking down social and cultural barriers. We will discuss how Jesus offers the living water of God's grace, which quenches our deepest spiritual thirst and transforms us into true worshippers of God.

Week 4: "The Bread of Life: Revealing God’s Provision"
Scripture: John 6:1-35
This week, we will explore the miracle of the feeding of the 5,000 and Jesus' teaching on being the Bread of Life. We will reflect on how Jesus reveals God's provision and sustenance, meeting not only our physical needs but also our deeper spiritual hunger. This sermon will challenge us to seek Jesus as the true source of life and fulfillment.

Week 5: "The Good Shepherd: Revealing God’s Care"
Scripture: John 10:1-18
In week five, we will discover Jesus' self-description as the Good Shepherd who lays down His life for His sheep. We will explore how Jesus reveals God's care, protection, and sacrificial love for His people. This message will encourage us to trust in Jesus as our Good Shepherd, who knows us intimately and is committed to our well-being.

Week 6: "The Resurrection and the Life: Revealing God’s Power"
Scripture: John 11:1-44 // 
Our final week will focus on the raising of Lazarus, a powerful demonstration of Jesus' authority over life and death. We will consider how Jesus reveals God's power to give life and conquer death. This sermon will culminate in a call to faith, encouraging us to trust in Jesus as the resurrection and the life, who offers us eternal hope and victory over death.








SERMONWEEK 1

The Book of John: The Word Made Flesh 
Week 1: The Incarnate Jesus: The Word Made Flesh

Scripture: John 1:1-14

Write Up: In our first week, we will explore the prologue of John's Gospel, where Jesus is introduced as the incarnate Word who was with God and was God. We will discuss how Jesus reveals God to the world through his physical body. This sermon will emphasize the profound truth that Jesus, the Word made flesh, is the ultimate revelation of God's love for His creation.

Think: God wants us to know Him and live in relationship with Him. That is the reason he sent Jesus in human form.

Feel: God’s love is made evident in His willingness to leave Heaven and come to Earth.

Do: Allow the light of Christ to shine into every aspect of your life to reveal the truth of our sin and receive grace of forgiveness.

Sermon: 
Good morning, everyone! Welcome to worship today. What a blessing it is for us to gather as the family of God. Today we begin a brand-new sermon series that will walk through the New Testament book of John. We will be covering some of the highlights from the beginning of the book to the very end as we discover who God is through the person of Jesus Christ. There are four Gospel books in the New Testament, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Each one is a unique portrayal of who Jesus is from the perspective of the different authors. They each introduce us to who He was and what He came to do. 

STORY: Imagine visiting a new city and wanting a guide who provides insights, history, and context, making the experience more meaningful and enriching. My wife and I traveled to Seattle, WA for the first time in our lives. There was so much to see and do, that we had no idea where to start. Luckily, we had a few friends who had lived in the city. By phone, they gave us the run down and told us the “must sees” and how to spend our time. They told us some of the amazing history of the city and of course the best places to eat. Because of their input, our trip was so enjoyable. (Share a similar story here… Or adapt this one for use) This series is meant to be a bit of a guide to Jesus. Meeting Jesus in the scriptures can be like having a spiritual tour guide who opens our eyes to deeper truths and helps us navigate life's journey with purpose and direction. The book of John is John’s way of being an active tour guide to all that God was doing in the world through His Son.

John makes his goal of writing very clear at the end of the book in John 20:31: “But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name." John wants us to meet God through Jesus so that we might experience a full life in the present and an eternal life in the future as we place our faith, hope, and trust in the Son of God. The book of John opens with a reference to the very beginning of the story of God, just like any good story, “once upon a time”.

READ John 1:1-5

John opens his Gospel with a very important theological statement, echoing the opening of Genesis 1 ("In the beginning, God created..."). Here, "the Word", in the Greek, Logos, refers to Jesus Christ. The term "Word" signifies not only the spoken word about Jesus, but also the personification of God’s reason, order, and wisdom through the person of Christ. Jesus’ existence perfectly exemplifies the relationship Jesus has with God by the Word being “with God”, and the divine nature of Jesus in saying that he “was God”. This verse establishes the fundamental Christian belief in the divinity of Jesus.

POINT #1 – EVERYTHING WAS MADE BY AND IS SUSTAINED BY JESUS

Many people in the Church today think that Jesus first shows up in the Bible when he is born in a manger at Christmas time. The truth is that Jesus has always existed. He has always been present. Not only that, but Jesus was a part of creating everything in partnership with God the Father and God the Spirit. All parts of the Trinity are mentioned in the beginning and in different parts of the Bible. This tells us that Jesus is not just another character in the scriptures, he is the very essence of the storyline. He is eternal. He is divine. He is life-giving and life-sustaining. 

John 1:5 tells us that the presence of Christ is the spark that caused light to shine into a dark and sin-filled world. The brokenness of God’s perfect creation was given hope because Jesus is the life and light of all mankind. Just like having a flashlight in a dark cave can offer comfort and hope, Jesus’ presence in the world from beginning to end overcomes the darkness of evil by exposing it and makes all things right by restoring it. From the very first few verses of the book of John, John wants to inspire his readers with hope. If there is hope that Jesus always has been and always will be God, there is a belief that things can change.

STORY: One night at dinner a man, who had spent many summers in Maine, fascinated his companions by telling of his experiences in a little town named Flagstaff. The town was to be flooded, as part of a large lake for which a dam was being built. In the months before it was to be flooded, all improvements and repairs in the whole town were stopped. What was the use of painting a house if it were to be covered with water in six months? Why repair anything when the whole village was to be wiped out? So, week by week, the whole town became more and more bedraggled, more gone to seed, more woebegone. Then he added by way of explanation: "Where there is no faith in the future, there is no power in the present." (Halford E. Luccock, Unfinished Business)

When we place our faith in Jesus, we are inspired to be at work to see transformation in our own lives and in the world around us because Jesus is the Word that was with God and is God. He is the light of the world, and the evil darkness is defeated whenever He is present. John goes on to tell us about the power of this light.

READ John 1:6-13

The book of John introduces us to a person named John. John the Baptist is a prominent character in the Gospel accounts. He was the cousin of Jesus, an eccentric individual who lived in the wilderness and ate locusts and honey. His message that he preached was simple: repent and turn from your sin. John paved the way for the coming light of Christ. He was a mouthpiece for God that offered to everyone the opportunity to believe in Jesus and experience His saving grace.

POINT # 2 – GOD’S GRACE MAKES US HIS CHILDREN

The world had become so accustomed to darkness that light seemed abnormal to them. John’s hope was to reverse that by announcing the arrival of God’s son. 

STORY: I officially have a teenager living in my house now. It is strange how fast it happened. One of the most “teenager changes” that we have experienced has been my son’s desire to sleep late. In the mornings, when I come in to wake him up, I turn on his lights and open his window shades to let the light in. Rather than welcome to the start of a bright new day, he will grab the covers and pull them over his head hoping to stay safe for a few more minutes of sleep. In his case, the light is not always welcome. (Pastor - share this story or one of your own here to make the same point)

When Jesus came into the world, there were many who were prepared by John and others who recognized the light of life and welcomed it. There were most, however, like my son, who did not recognize the light as something good and rejected it. They preferred to cover their eyes and remain in the darkness. It is in this portion of John 1 where we discover the reason why Jesus came and the incredible offer that is given to us. For the ones, then and today, who pull the covers back and receive the light of Jesus into their lives, they are given the right to become children of God. Not children by physical birth, but children by a spiritual birth. The grace of God, in the person of Jesus, gives you and me access to a deep and abiding relationship with God the Father as we become His children. 

The grace of God gives us an identity and a belonging that changes our lives. In a world where people often seek identity and validation, knowing that one is a child of God offers a secure and unchanging source of identity. The grace of God gives us a personal relationship with Him. This relationship is characterized by love, care, and open communication, much like that of a loving parent and child. We are given the privilege of connecting with God through prayer. We can trust that He will take care of us because He loves us. Being God’s children also necessitates a commitment from us to live as representatives of God's family, reflecting His character to the world.

Lastly, John tells how important it was that God did not reveal himself to us from somewhere far off, but rather became like one of us. 

READ John 1:14

This verse contains one of the weightiest mysteries in Christian theology—the Incarnation. "The Word became flesh" signifies that Jesus, who is God, took on human nature, pulled on flesh, and became a human being. This was a voluntary act of humility and love, where Jesus, the second person of the Trinity, laid aside heaven and entered into human history. It is a beautiful act of sacrifice because of love. This verse is central to understanding Jesus' ability to empathize with humanity and to be the perfect mediator between God and humans. 


2



Written by Trevor Miller. Published by OUTREACH.
© 2024 OUTREACH All Rights Reserved.


image1.png




