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SERIES OUTLINE

Book of Hebrews study
4 weeks

Title:
Christ is Greater: The Book of Hebrews


Write Up:
"Christ is Greater" is an illuminating journey through the book of Hebrews, designed to deepen our understanding of who Jesus is and inspire us to worship Him wholeheartedly as the ultimate source of our salvation, hope, and rest. During this four-week series we will examine Jesus’ supremacy, sufficiency and unmatched glory when compared to other beings and things. 


Week 1: "Christ is Greater than the Angels"
Scripture: Hebrews 1:1-14

In the opening week, we dive into Hebrews' declaration of Jesus' superiority over the angels. Through the imagery of angels and their role in God's plan, we discover the incomparable majesty and authority of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who reigns supreme over all creation.



Week 2: "Jesus is Greater than Moses"
Scripture: Hebrews 3:1-6

As we progress, we explore the comparison between Jesus and Moses, highlighting Jesus' superiority as the faithful Son over Moses, the faithful servant. Through this comparison, we gain a deeper appreciation for Jesus' role as the Mediator of a new covenant, surpassing the Old Testament figures in significance and authority.







Week 3: "Jesus is Greater than the High Priest"
Scripture: Hebrews 4:14-16

In the third week, we focus on Jesus' superiority over the high priests of the Old Testament. Through His perfect obedience, sacrificial death, and ongoing intercession, Jesus fulfills and surpasses the role of the high priest, offering us access to God's throne of grace with confidence and boldness.



Week 4: "Jesus is Greater than the Old Covenant"
Scripture: Hebrews 8:6-13

The series concludes by examining Jesus' superiority over the old covenant and the sacrificial system of the law. Through His perfect sacrifice and the establishment of a new covenant, Jesus provides a better hope and a lasting salvation, surpassing the temporary and insufficient rituals of the old covenant.










SERMONWEEK 1

Title: Greater: Book of Hebrews
Week 1: Christ Is Greater Than The Angels  
Scripture: Hebrews 1:1-14 // Colossians 1:16-17
 
Write Up: In the opening week, we dive into Hebrews' declaration of Jesus' superiority over the angels. Through the imagery of angels and their role in God's plan, we discover the incomparable majesty and authority of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who reigns supreme over all creation.

Think: Even the angels, though spiritual and powerful, bow down to Jesus as King.  

Feel: I can trust Jesus with my life because he holds authority over all things, physical and spiritual.

Do: Submit to Jesus as the highest authority in your life. 

Sermon: Good morning, church. It is such an honor to gather with you this morning as we seek to grow in faith and understanding. Today, we sang songs of worship because we believe that He is the only one worthy of our praise. Today, we open up the scriptures to discover the truth of Jesus because we believe He holds the power to transform our lives. 

The Bible has a lot to say about the position, power, and prominence of Jesus Christ, but the book of Hebrews speaks to this truth with such clarity and conviction. This morning we begin a brand-new sermon series called Christ is Greater, as we discover that Jesus is indeed greater than anything we could place our hope and trust in. To get us thinking in the right direction, I want all of you to consider this truth; To say that something is greater than is to imply that something else is less than. 

Story: Whenever you hear the words “greater than”, I would imagine that many of us in the room think back to our time in math class somewhere around middle school. It was this timeframe in our academic journey when we were taught to be able to determine values between two numbers. The way we did this was with this symbol. (Consider showing a > sign on screen or holding a large cut out one on stage) The way I was taught to think about it was like an alligator mouth. The mouth opening to the greater, larger, or bigger number to eat it first. That number would be the more valuable one. That number would be the substantial one. 

Determining what is greater is not just limited to the arena of math. In fact, we make evaluations of all kinds of things in our life in terms of their value. We determine which food is greater, which movie is greater, which pastime is greater, and, in the case of our faith, which beliefs are greater. In doing so, we also identify things that are “less than” others. 

Pastor - consider sharing here some of the things in culture that you believe to be greater or less than others… ie; Greatest fast food, greatest fishing spot, greatest music artist, etc… 

And finally church, the greatest of all is Jesus. He’s the greatest gift any of us have ever been given, he’s the great high priest, and he’s brought about a greater covenant… As the book of Hebrews shows, Christ is greater than anything else. 

In order for us to truly appreciate the book of Hebrews, we need to begin with a bit of the context that surrounds it. First, we are not certain of who the author is, but we know that it was written to the early Jewish Christians that lived in and around Jerusalem around 60-70 CE. They were facing intense persecution that was causing them to want to reverse course and abandon their new faith in Christ in favor of their old Jewish religious practices and beliefs. The book of Hebrews is laser-focused from beginning to end in its communication that Jesus is greater than any other entity that the Jewish culture had lifted up in the past as a means of salvation, rescue, or blessing.  

READ Hebrews 1:1-3

God has always been interested in making himself known to His creation. God has spoken to us and our ancestors through various prophets in the past. These individuals were mouthpieces for God, and their message revealed portions of who He is and what He is like. But the author says that most recently, God has spoken to us through his Son, Jesus. In fact, this revelation that has come through Jesus is the clearest and most compelling communication we have been offered because He is the exact representation of God himself. 

POINT #1 – JESUS IS GOD’S FINAL WORD

Jesus is the radiance of God. He sustains all things. Once his work on the cross was accomplished, he sat down at the right hand of God. The reason the author speaks to this in the first few verses of the book of Hebrews is because it is the basis for everything else that is said through the rest of the chapters. If you want to know what God looks like, all you need to do is look at Jesus. He is the last and final word that has been given to us concerning God’s love, grace, mercy, purpose, and meaning for our lives. This is the reason that the author can definitively claim Jesus to be greater. 

STORY: The British Anglican priest and theologian, John Stott, said it like this, “We must continue to affirm the uniqueness and finality of Jesus Christ. For he is unique in his incarnation (the one and only God-man), unique in his atonement (only he has died for the sins of the world), and unique in his resurrection (only he has conquered death).  And since in no other person but Jesus of Nazareth did God first become human (in his birth), then bear our sins (in his death), and then triumph over death (in his resurrection), he is uniquely competent to save sinners. Nobody else possesses his qualifications. So, we may talk about Alexander the Great, Charles the Great and Napoleon the Great, but not Jesus the Great. He is not the Great—he is the Only. There is nobody like him. He has no rival and no successor.” (The Radical Disciple: Some Neglected Aspects of Our Calling by John R. W. Stott)

Verse 3 points out the ultimate reasoning for his superiority. He and He alone provided purification for our sins. As Stott said, “he is uniquely competent to save sinners”. Though bits and pieces of the fullness of God have been revealed throughout Jewish history, by angels, by Moses, by the high priest, and by the old covenant, none of them were sufficient and the proverbial alligator mouth (we referenced earlier) is open toward Christ as the one who is more valuable, significant, and substantial. And if we read on, we see that the first comparison made in the book of Hebrews is to angels. 

READ Hebrews 1:4-14

To be clear, angels did and do hold an important role in the overall plan of God. Angels are God’s messengers. They are often depicted within the Bible delivering messages from God to humans. For example, the angel Gabriel announces the births of John the Baptist and Jesus in the New Testament. Angels are also protectors and guardians. They are portrayed as caretakers of individuals and nations. In Psalm 91:11-12, it is said that God will command his angels to guard and protect those who trust in Him. Angels are also seen in the Bible as guides and helpers. They direct and assist believers in their journeys and endeavors. In Acts 12, an angel even helps Peter escape from prison. Angels are also worshipers of God. They are described as worshiping God and praising Him continually. In Isaiah 6 and Revelation 4, angels are depicted as surrounding God's throne, singing praises to Him. 

With all of this in mind, you can see why angels, as agents of God, have always been held in high esteem. However, according to the book of Hebrews, they are not on the same playing field as Jesus. 

POINT #2 – ANGELS TAKE A BACK SEAT TO JESUS

In verses 5-14, the author makes an argument for why Jesus holds the place He holds in the overarching story of God. The first reason is Jesus' unique relationship with God as the Son. While angels are depicted as ministering spirits sent to serve, Jesus is distinguished as the Son, affirming His divine and intimate connection with the Father. This familial bond underscores Jesus' unparalleled authority and status within the divine hierarchy. We also see the book of Hebrews emphasize Jesus' role in creation, portraying Him as the agent through whom God created the universe. Unlike angels, who are created beings, Jesus is portrayed as the eternal and unchanging Creator, emphasizing His supremacy over the entirety of creation. The passage also highlights Jesus' enduring reign and authority in heaven and on earth. Jesus' throne is revealed as eternal, signifying His unending sovereignty and dominion over all realms. Lastly, Hebrews speaks to Jesus' exaltation and majesty by declaring that He sits at the right hand of God. This position of honor and privilege denotes Jesus' authority and power, affirming His status as the divine ruler and mediator between God and humanity.

From the author’s perspective, there really is no comparison. As wonderful and effective angels have been in their roles before God, they take a back seat to Jesus. Which begs the next question, why does the author see the need to declare the greatness of Jesus in relation to the angels? 

STORY: I think it is the same reason my kids, when they were very young, would play with the wrapping paper, bows, and cardboard boxes that their Christmas gifts would come in more than the gifts themselves. All of the entities that are mentioned within the book of Hebrews in comparison to Christ, angels, Moses, priests, and old covenant, were always intended to be signposts that pointed to Jesus or packages that would deliver the good news of Jesus. The problem was that many in the early church were drawn to being more captivated with them than they were with Jesus. The temptation for the early church, and for us today, is to be so enamored with the wrapping paper that we miss the gift that it contains.

What is it in your life that has your time, attention, energy, and affection? Many of us this morning, like some in the early church, have things that are authorities in our lives other than Jesus. Many of us this morning, like some in the early church, have things that we put our trust in other than Jesus. To that, the author of Hebrews would say, there is no one and nothing that are greater than Jesus Christ, you can rely upon him.

This idea is not exclusive to the book of Hebrews. In fact, the apostle Paul echoes these sentiments when he writes the book of Colossians. Here is what he says about it. 

READ Colossians 1:16-17

For Paul, Jesus is the central piece of history as well. Not just human history, but cosmic history. He is the creator of everything. The things we see and the things we don’t. He made things in heaven and things on earth. Every power, ruler, or authority is a result of his sovereign rule and permission. Angels can’t say that. Only he can. But the key is really the last sentence. It says that Jesus holds all things together. Doesn’t it feel good 
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