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SERIES OUTLINE

Title: Courage Under Fire: Lessons from the Book of Daniel

Series Overview:
"Courage Under Fire" is an inspiring exploration of the book of Daniel, offering timeless lessons on living boldly and faithfully in the face of persecution and adversity. Across three weeks, we will journey through the main highlights of Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego’s story, drawing inspiration from their unwavering faith, resilience, and courage in the midst of challenging circumstances. This series is designed to equip and empower us to stand firm in our faith and shine brightly as lights in a dark world.

Week 1: "Choosing Faith Over Compromise"
Scripture: Daniel 1:1-21

In the opening week, we explore Daniel's resolve to remain faithful to God's commands, even in the midst of captivity in Babylon. Despite the pressures to conform to the culture and compromise his beliefs, Daniel and his companions courageously choose obedience to God, setting an example for us in remaining steadfast in our faith amidst the pressure and temptation to conform.

Week 2: "Faith in the Fiery Furnace"
Scripture: Daniel 3:1-30

As we move into the second week, we witness the remarkable story of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego facing the fiery furnace for their refusal to worship false gods. Their unwavering trust in God's deliverance, even in the face of imminent danger, serves as a powerful reminder of the faithfulness of God and the courage required to stand firm in times of trial.

Week 3: "The Lions' Den: Faith Over Fear"
Scripture: Daniel 6:1-28

In the third week, we look into Daniel's experience in the lions' den, where his commitment to prayer and obedience to God leads to miraculous deliverance. Despite the threat of persecution, Daniel demonstrates unwavering faith and trust in God's protection, inspiring us to overcome fear with faith and reliance on God's sovereignty… Even if you find yourself in a den of lions. 
























SERMONWEEK 1


Title: Courage Under Fire: Lessons from the book of Daniel
Week 1: "Choosing Faith Over Compromise"
Scripture: Daniel 1:1-21 // Galatians 1:10 // John 14:25-26
 
Write Up: In the opening week, we explore Daniel's resolve to remain faithful to God's commands, even in the midst of captivity in Babylon. Despite the pressures to conform to the culture and compromise his beliefs, Daniel and his companions courageously choose obedience to God, setting an example for us in remaining steadfast in our faith amidst the pressure and temptation to conform.
 
Think: Compromising your convictions jeopardizes your opportunity to be set apart for God’s service.
 
Feel: God will take care of me when I have courage and stand up for Him.
 
Do: Allow the Bible and the Holy Spirit to guide you when you face pushback for your faith.
 
Sermon:
Good morning, Church! I want to welcome you to worship today as we begin a brand-new series called Courage Under Fire: Lessons from the book of Daniel. We live in a society that is progressively becoming more and more hostile toward those who boldly live out their faith in Jesus Christ. The convictions of the Church today are often at odds with the opinions of our culture. It can be intimidating and even discouraging when we encounter pressure to live like the world around us.
 
In light of this, we must have courage to do what is right, even when it’s unpopular. We must have courage to be obedient to God, even if we find ourselves alone. The truth is that far too many in the church today are eager to compromise or minimize their faith in order to fit in.
 
STORY: I once heard a story about a hunter in the woods. Winter was coming on and a man went out into the forest to shoot a bear out of which he planned to make a warm coat out of. Eventually, he saw a bear coming toward him and he raised his gun and took aim. “Wait,” said the bear, “why do you want to shoot me?” “Because I am cold, and I need to wrap myself in your fur.” said the hunter. “But I am hungry,” the bear replied, “so maybe we can reach an agreement.” In the end, the hunter was well enveloped with the bear’s fur alright, for the bear had eaten him for dinner.
 
The actual definition of the word compromise means to “accept standards that are lower than is desirable.” Like the hunter and the bear, we always lose out when we decide to compromise what we know is true and right. This happens in our faith when we minimize what we know to be true in Christ in exchange for the temporary pleasures of sin. It will consume us in the end. 
 
This struggle between conviction and compromise is nothing new. In fact, the people of God have always had to exercise courage to live faithfully each day. The Old Testament book of Daniel offers us helpful lessons for living as Christians in the world without being of the world. The book begins by telling us about a time in Israel’s history when the king of Babylon, named Nebuchadnezzar, laid siege to the city of Jerusalem, and eventually destroyed it in the year 587 BC. This was a terrible consequence of the evil King Johoiakim’s leadership in Israel and the people’s disregard for the ways of God. This began a time known as the exile as thousands of Jewish people were taken from their homeland and dispersed in various places throughout the Babylonian empire.
 
READ Daniel 1:1-10
 
Nebuchadnezzar took many things from the Jewish homeland, namely articles of the temple of God, treasure from the temple of God, and the brightest and the best people of God. These individuals who were exiled and brought back to Babylon were to be reeducated and indoctrinated into the Babylonian culture in order to forget their Jewish history and to establish an allegiance to king Nebuchadnezzar alone. This was the Babylonians’ way of controlling those they conquered and spreading their rule and reign. Though many young Jewish males must have compromised to the king’s demands by learning the language and literature of Babylon and eating the food and wine that the king provided, there were at least four young men who refused to waiver – Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. Three of which you may know by their Babylonian names: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.
 
POINT #1: BE MORE CONCERNED WITH WHAT GOD THINKS THAN WHAT PEOPLE THINK
 
These four young men refused to be influenced and indoctrinated into the culture that they found themselves surrounded by. Daniel, in particular, took a stand against the diet that they were supposed to be consuming, because the meat would have been offered to Babylonian gods and consequently would have been unclean. The Jews strictly forbade eating and drinking in a manner that would not honor the one true God. So, Daniel asked for permission to refuse the wine and meat so as not to defile himself.
 
In these few verses, we see two very different mentalities. The chief official that Daniel speaks to is only concerned with offending the king and the consequences that might come from that, while Daniel is solely concerned with offending God and the consequences that would result. Each day, we are faced with a similar dilemma. Who will we choose to please? Will we make decisions, decide values, and live in such a way as to keep the people around us happy, or will we live each day to please God?
 
The apostle Paul in the New Testament had a similar choice to make when he wrote to the early church in Galatia.
 
READ Galatians 1:10
 
To Paul, being a servant of Christ was and is to value God’s opinion over the world’s opinion. To be clear, this is not the popular way to live. Most people care more about pleasing others than pleasing God. However, we are called to put God first no matter what the cost may be.
 
STORY: Sociology professor, Tony Campolo, recalls a deeply moving incident that happened in a Christian junior high camp where he served. One of the campers, a boy with spastic paralysis, was the object of heartless ridicule. Whenever he would ask a question, the other boys would deliberately answer in a mimicking way to make fun of his painful state. One night his cabin group chose him to lead the devotions before the entire camp. It was one more effort to have some "fun" at this young boy’s expense. Unashamedly the spastic boy stood up, and in his strained, slurred manner -- each word coming with enormous effort -- he said simply, "Jesus loves me -- and I love Jesus!" That was all. Conviction fell upon those junior-highers that night. Many began to cry. Revival gripped the camp. Years afterward, Campolo still meets men in the ministry who came to Christ because of that one simple testimony. (Our Daily Bread, April 1, 1993)
 
You see, like Daniel, this young boy cared more about what God thought than what others thought about him. He was more concerned with pleasing God than pleasing his peers. There is an incredible power that comes from individuals who decide to live with courage and stand for Jesus no matter what it might cost them. In these stories we see that it takes an incredible faith in order not to compromise.
 
POINT #2 – REFUSING TO COMPROMISE IS AN ACT OF FAITH
 
Despite what the official says to Daniel, he is left un-phased. He has made up his mind, even though it could put him in danger. Daniel trusts God and steps out in faith by making a deal.
 
READ Daniel 1:11-20
Daniel offers a ten-day test. Rather than taking part in the wine and meat that was a part of Babylonian culture, Daniel asks to be given water and vegetables only. Daniel tells the official to then take an assessment of he and the other three young men’s health at the end of the time. If they remain healthy and nourished, then they could continue without having to compromise. What Daniel does here is an incredible act of faith. He so believes that being obedient to God is the right thing to do, he is willing to step out in faith. This is a chance for Daniel’s faith to be validated, and for God to get the glory in the end.
 
Think of all the ways that our current culture pressures the Church today. There is pressure to ignore God’s plan for sexuality, generosity, and simplicity. There is pressure to hold grudges, to think too highly of ourselves, and to worship at the feet of technology and social media. To push back against these cultural norms is an act of faith. To do so we must trust that God, in the end, will be glorified and we will be rewarded for our faithfulness. Whether we compromise or hold onto our convictions may have more to do with what we think about God than what we think about the challenge we currently face.
 
STORY: Recently I was invited to a tailgate for our local college football team. Knowing the kind of situation I would be walking into, based on what I knew about the person who invited me and those who would be there, I knew this would be an opportunity for me to be a witness for God. Sure enough, the language I was surrounded by, the amount of substance I was surrounded by, and the attitudes I was surrounded by all went against my foundational beliefs about God’s will for my life. I did not do anything to bring shame to anyone around me, but I did make decisions and carry myself in such a way that I believe I brought honor to God and put Him in a good light. It was not easy to face temptation and stay true, but it was the right thing to do. (Share a story of a time you were pressured to disobey God. How did you respond?)
 
Going back to our Daniel story we see that sure enough, after ten days of water and vegetables, the four young men looked healthier and better nourished than all the others who ate the royal food. The outcome of their act of faith is seen in verse 17; “To these four young men God gave knowledge and understanding of all kinds of literature and learning. And Daniel could understand visions and dreams of all kinds.” They grew in understanding and learning. Daniel even developed gifts in understanding visions and dreams. They did not compromise, and God saw fit to prepare them for the work that he would call them to. I believe that the same will be true for us when we keep our Godly convictions. God will use the challenges to grow us and prepare us for the future.
 

Download the kit to read the rest of this and all the sermons. 





Written by Trevor Miller. Published by OUTREACH.
© 2024 OUTREACH All Rights Reserved.


image1.png




