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SERMON

In God We Trust: Patriotic Sunday: In God We Trust
 
Scripture: Daniel 3:1-28, Psalm 27:1-3
 
Write Up: We live in a culture that has misplaced its trust. We live in a time in history that is very uncertain because of wars, sickness, chaos, and more. The question is, when we feel anxious about all that is swirling around us, where should we place our trust? We live in a country that is built on freedom. That freedom allows us to put God first and have Him as the focus of our hope. Rather than going to any other form of security in difficult times, we can choose to trust in God. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego lived in a culture that was oblivious to the ways of God. The King had decreed that everyone must worship and serve him. The evidence of these men’s trust and reliance upon God was their unwavering commitment to stay true to Him, no matter what they faced. Whenever we face the temptation to worship and serve other things in our lives, we must choose to trust in God alone, no matter what it might cost.
 
Think: My country has given me freedom to worship God and live for Him.
 
Feel: Placing my faith in anything other than God will leave me disappointed and frustrated. Trusting in God gives me peace in any circumstance.
 
Do: Repent of the things you have placed your trust in, other than God, and make a commitment to serve Him only.
 
Sermon:
 
Good morning, Church! I want to first and foremost say happy ________________ (Memorial Day, Veterans Day, Patriots Day, Independence Day) to everyone. It is an honor to be able to come to worship like this because of the sacrifices made by so many brave soldiers and military men and women. It is a gift that we ought to take time to be thankful for. This country that we live in certainly has its faults and flaws, however, to live in America is to live freely. This freedom has come with a cost. It has been bought and paid for by the blood of so many that have come before us. It is interesting that in a country as wonderful, powerful, and blessed as the United States of America, that there are so many Americans who find themselves fearful.
 
STORY: In 2021, Chapman University surveyed adults on 95 different fears. It turns out that the majority of Americans suffer from tremendous fear. Many, perhaps as high as 85 percent of the population, live with a sense of impending doom. In the following survey, fears are ranked by the percentage of Americans who reported being afraid or very afraid.
Top 10 Fears of 2022: % of Very Afraid or Afraid
1. Corrupt government officials 62.1%
2. People I love becoming seriously ill 60.2%
3. Russia using nuclear weapons 59.6%
4. People I love dying 58.1%
5. The U.S. involved in another World War 56.0%
6. Pollution of drinking water 54.5%
7. Not having enough money for the future 53.7%
8. Economic/financial collapse 53.7%
9. Pollution of oceans, rivers, and lakes 52.5%
10. Biological warfare 51.5%
A general overview of America’s top 10 fears in the 2022 survey suggests that Americans’ fears center on five main topics: corrupt government officials (number 1), harm to a loved one (numbers 2 & 4), war (numbers 3, 5, & 10), environmental concerns (numbers 6 & 9), and economic concerns numbers 7 & 8). (https://www.preachingtoday.com/illustrations/2023/january/top-10-fears-in-america-2022.html - This illustration needs to exemplify the struggle that we have with trusting God)
Fear is a reality for many of us and it has a way of paralyzing us. It is indicative of a lack of trust or perhaps misplaced trust. If you have a dollar bill in your wallet or purse you will find that printed on that currency are the words “In God We Trust”. If we could actually live by this conviction, it would allow us to experience the fullness of the freedom offered to us, not only by those in military service but also by Jesus Christ himself. This struggle with trusting God is nothing new.  In fact, it is something that God’s people in the Old Testament wrestled with as well.
 
POINT #1 – THERE WILL ALWAYS BE PRESSURE TO BOW DOWN
 
The Israelites in the Old Testament were people who believed in only one God. They believed that Yahweh was the only one worthy of their worship and honor. The tragic history of Israel is that they were defeated by Babylon in 597 BC. After this defeat, many of the Israelite people were taken back to Babylon and they lived there in what is called the Exile. The King of Babylon was named Nebuchadnezzar, and he demanded that everyone bow down and worship him.  In the midst of the Israelite exile, Nebuchadnezzar made this decree that would have struck fear in the hearts of every person who believed in Yahweh as the one true God.
 
READ Daniel 3:1-7
 
The King set up a massive golden image in the plain of Dura. This statue would have been 90 feet tall and 9 feet wide. You would not have been able to avoid it! The King’s goal was to create an idol that required everyone’s allegiance regardless of personal convictions. He got everyone involved. Every government official possible was in on it. When the music played, you had to bow down and worship. You had to place your trust in King Nebuchadnezzar. The punishment for anyone who defied the king was to be thrown into a fiery furnace and burned alive.
 
Throughout history there has been pressure to bow down and worship things besides God. Whether it was the Israelite people in Babylon or the early church in Rome, or you and me today, people have always been tempted to trust in things, rather than God. Maybe you have felt the pressure to worship your bank account and put your trust in what you have accumulated. Maybe there has been pressure to worship popularity and put your trust in your status with those around you. Maybe there has been pressure to worship your political position and trust in your ability to vote to enact change. If any of these things overshadow your trust in God, they have become an idol and erode your trust in God alone.
 
STORY: Over the past few years I have noticed the push back on any individual who might offer up prayers and confidence in God in the midst of national or global tragedy. I have watched these individuals be mocked and chastised for believing that God is the only lasting and definitive hope for any of the brokenness in the world. The sentiment always seems to be the same: God is not the answer, this other thing, person, or agenda is. (This story needs to illustrate the way that we feel pressure today to turn away from God and trust something else)
 
I believe that though there is certainly help that can come by physical means, I trust that our eternal hope comes only by spiritual means. We never ought to bow down to anything other than God in the hopes that it might meet our deepest need.
 
POINT #2 – DON’T FEAR THE FIRE
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